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ARHS DERM to Barry Beach and 


Welshpool, 12.5.90 


On Saturday 12 May 1990 members and friends 
gathered at Flinders Street station for a trip to scenic 
South Gippsland. Motive power was 58RM and the 
destinations were Barry Beach and Welshpool. Brake 
van 2ZL also came along for the ride. The original date 
planned for the tour was 10 February, but because of 
certain heat kinks in the track beyond Leongatha, 
V/Line decided that it would be safer for the tour to go 
ahead in the cooler month of May. Car 58 and 2ZL 
arrived at platform 1 and then proceeded to platform 13, 
much to the disgust of the tour organiser who had 
already left all food and tour notes on the centre of plat- 
form 1. Eventually all of the bits and pieces were carried 
up to platform 13 and we were finally away at 08 04, four 
minutes late. After a brief pause in the middle of Flin- 
ders Street Yard we passed through Richmond at 08 10. 

South Yarra was passed at 08 12, and as we ran 
through Caulfield at 08 20, N472 and N475 went by 
with an up Traralgon pass. After Oakleigh at 08 26, 
arrival at Dandenong for our first scheduled stop for 
the day was at 08 42. P13 was the loco on the 07 02 up 
Leongatha pass. We departed Dandenong at 08 44. The 
expanding outer suburb of Cranbourne greeted our 
arrival at 08 57. Here we paused to surrender the 
electric staff and pick up a train order. Departure from 
Cranbourne was on time at 09 00. Koo Wee Rup came 
and went at 09 17 and we continued non stop through 
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Lang Lang at 09 27. Our first photostop for the day had 
been planned for here, but it was decided that we 
would continue to Nyora, where we would have more 
time for the planned photostop. The DERM’s real 
work now began in earnest as we began to climb the 1 in 
50s to Nyora. The Australian Glass Manufacturers’ sid- 
ing was passed at 09 30 and we came to a halt at the plat- 
form at Nyora at 09 43. The station building here has 
been restored by the Great Southern Railway Society, 
and it is a fine piece of restoration work. A photo line 
was quickly formed at the down end of the yard, and as 
we made our way back to the motor, rain began to fall, 
accompanied by a very cold wind. Our departure time 
from Nyora was 09 52. 

The falling grades to Loch gave 58 a bit of a rest, 
albeit in steady rain. Bena bank was the next obstacle to 
confront our special train, this being the first section of 
lin 40 that we faced. However, there were plenty more 
to come. Korumburra greeted our arrival at 10 22, 13 
minutes early. For those who wished to venture out 
into the rain a photo line was formed, while others 
wandered around the platform. The remainder either 
stayed in the motor or took refuge under the large 
shelter of the adjacent freightgate shed. In one of the 
loco sidings was T376. A blast from 58RM’s whistle 
brought everyone back to the platform, and after our 
crew change we left the ‘Burra’ at 10 49. Our next 


58RM crosses the Franklin River near Foster.on the ARHS tour to Welshpool on Sat.12.5.90. (George Gregson) 
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scheduled stop was at Leongatha, our arrival time 
being 11 08, six minutes down. Photos were taken here 
at the present terminus of the passenger train service. 
The yard was empty except for our train and RT39. We 
left the ‘good track’ of Leongatha at 11 15, five minutes 
late. The line from Leongatha to Welshpool has a 
-maximum speed of 40 km/h, and the trestle bridges are 
protected by 15 km/h speed restrictions. The DERM 
had the motor end trailing and a roster had been drawn 
up enabling all passengers to enjoy the view from the 
front window on the down journey. 


After passing through Koonwarra we came to our 
next photostop. This was held near the 141 km post at 
the Tarwin River trestle, adjacent to the long concrete 
road bridge. 58RM and 2ZL set back and paused on the 
bridge for a stationary photo, and then after setting 
back made a run past. The stop here lasted from 11 40 
until 11 52. Our lunchtime break was taken at Mee- 
niyan, where we arrived at 11 55. Travellers obtained 
their photos of the DERM and 2ZL standing next to 
the station building. Some enjoyed their pre-ordered 
lunch, while others had chosen to sample the offerings 
of the nearby Meeniyan shops. Another long blast 
_ from 58RM’s whistle called everyone to attention, and 
after obtaining another stationary photo at the plat- 
form we left the picturesque setting of Meeniyan at 
12 21, one minute late. The scenery made travelling 
very pleasant, and the weather was improving, for the 
_moment at least. Buffalo receives superphosphate by 
rail, and when we passed at 12 38 the siding was full of 
loaded VOFXs. Our special went through Fish Creek 
at 12 53 and soon after we arrived at our next photostop, 
at the 162 km post. After 58RM and 2ZL had set back 
| and run through we departed at approximately 13 00. 
| The assault on the Hoddle Range now began, with 
58RM putting in a good performance. Fine views of 
Wilson’s Promontory indicated that we had topped the 
grade and also that another photostop was fast 
approaching. 


At 13 13 we came to a halt at the 168 km post for our 
| next photo. 58RM looked magnificent as it rolled 
downhill through one of the numerous cuttings on this 
_ section of line. All passengers soon reboarded and the 
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The tour train arrives at the restored Nyora station. (John Dare) 


DERM was now able to take a well deserved rest on the 
roll down to Foster. We passed the Foster turntable at 
13 30, the table last having been used by K153 and D3 
639 back on 13.11.88. The line flattens out from here to 
our destinations for the day, and before we knew it the 
Franklin River was crossed, this being the site of 
another trestle bridge and another photostop. Some 
distance away in the adjacent paddock two large gum 
trees made a perfect frame for the photo, a just reward 
for those who had had difficulty in negotiating the 
electric fence guarding the railway line from any stray 
cattle, or railfans for that matter! The stop here lasted 
from 13 39 till 13 53 and was one of the highlights of the 
day. At Toora the platform remains, as does the color 
light down departure signal. We ran non stop through 
here at 13 59. 

Barry Beach Junction greeted us at 14 10, and five 
minutes later we departed for the Barry Beach Marine 
Terminal. This branch line is laid with short rail 
lengths, and it was constructed in 1969, being opened 
on 2 April. 58RM arrived at the gates two minutes early 
at 1427. Two officials from Esso Australia soon had the 
gates open, but some VTQYs were fouling the points, 
preventing our DERM from going any further into the 
terminal. So, 58RM came to the rescue and shunted 
the wagons clear, enabling it to set back and then pro- 
ceed to a point approximately 200 metres from the 
gates, where a second set of gates protects a road from 
the rail lines. The weather was now bitterly cold and 
the rain was coming down vertically, making photo- 
graphic conditions extremely difficult. The marine 
terminal superintendent Graham Abbott then boarded 
58RM and gave us all a run down on the terminal’s 
function as a supply depot to Esso oil rigs which oper- 
ate in the Bass Strait area and the important role that 
rail plays in delivering oil and petroleum to the depot. 
Back in the late 1960s when the marine terminal was 
being constructed the then Victorian Railways deliv- 
ered all sorts of goods to Welshpool railway station, 
which were then carried to Barry Beach by road trans- 
port to aid in construction of the depot. At the con- 
clusion of Graham’s interesting talk I again ventured 
into the freezing cold weather to try my luck at securing 
a few more shots of superbly restored 58RM standing 
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58RM on one of the trestle bridges near Koonwarra. Sat.12.5.90. (John Dare) 


as far south as it will probably ever have gone. Depar- 
ture time from Barry Beach terminal was four minutes 
early at 14 56. A photostop for those who wished to 
venture out into the cold again was held at the only 
level crossing on this branch, approximately 192 km 
from Melbourne. We left there at 15 05, after a two 
minute pause. Next stop was Barry Beach Junction, 
where we set back onto the line to Welshpool. Arrival 
time here was 15 11, departure time being eight minutes 
later. 

Welshpool, the present terminus of the line, was 
reached at 15 29. The section to Yarram was closed to 
all traffic on 26.10.87. The platform and small station 
building remain here, but no trains regularly run 
through to Welshpool, as all shunting can be carried 
out at Barry Beach. While photographers walked to the 
end of the line many eyes were following the formation 
of the old 2 ft. 6 in. gauge horse worked tramway that 
ran from Welshpool to Port Welshpool. The last horse 
drawn tram departed from Port Welshpool for Welsh- 
pool on Tuesday 31.12.40, bringing to a close another 
interesting chapter in Victoria’s rail transport history. 
A photostop was held at the end of the line, with 58RM 
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running all the way to the baulk at the end of the track 
for the benefit of photographers. Once the DERM had 
run around the loop and recoupled to 2ZL we were 
ready for departure. There may be a chance for other. 
specials to visit this line in the future, but the chances 
don’t appear to be very favorable. Some locals waved 
good-bye to what could be the last passenger train to. 
visit their town, at 16 06 when we headed for home. 


Barry Beach Junction became the location of our last 
photostop for the day, where we paused for five 
minutes, departing at 16 20. We passed Toora at 16 33. 
and came to a stand at Foster at 16 51, only one minute. 
late. We left at 16 57 and S8RM now prepared itself for 
some more hill climbing. The Hoddle Range really | 
made 58 earn its keep and soon we were treated to a| 
fine sound show from the twin 6-71s as they propelled 
us up the 1 in 40s. The run down the range had us pass | 
Fish Creek at 17 24, Buffalo at 17 39 and Meeniyan at| 
17 59 (21 minutes early). We arrived at Leongatha 11) 
minutes early at 18 34. Our early arrival time here was’ 
due to the six minute stop taken at Foster instead of the| 
planned stop of 20 minutes. We were issued with a new) 
train order and left Leongatha at 18 48, with V/Line just! 
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having made a few dollars from the ticket collectors on 
board! Korumburra was reached at 19 11, where our 
tea was served. The stop here was very enjoyable, espe- 
cially when X34/T369/T405 arrived with 13 VOFXs 
and seven VTQYs at 19 25 on train 9487, the express 
goods to Korumburra which leaves Tottenham Yard at 
1415 on Saturdays. X34 was detached from the consist, 
leaving the two Ts to stay on the train until Monday 
morning, when it ran to Barry Beach. I then decided 
that the use ofa tripod would be necessary to take a few 
photos of the various motive power units in the yard. 
One X, two Ts and a DERM are not bad for a small 
country town on a Saturday night! To complete the 
scene, P18 with SH26 arrived and departed with a down 
Leongatha passenger train. A new train order was 
issued to us here and we left Korumburra at 20 32, two 
minutes late. 

A stop was made at Nyora from 20 58 until 21 00 
before we ran non stop through Lang Lang (21 11) and 
Koo Wee Rup (21 21) to arrive at Cranbourne four 
minutes early at 21 41. After we had taken the electric 
staff for the section to Dandenong we left about half a 
minute later. Our train reached Dandenong at 21 54, 
where we stopped to let off a couple of passengers. 
Oakleigh was passed at 22 21 and we paused at Caul- 
field from 22 27 till 22 28. We passed South Yarra at 


| 
| 


AUGUST 1990 


22 37 and Richmond at 22 40 and came to a halt at Flin- 
ders Street six minutes late at 22 45. The DERM caught 
many people’s attention here, although only for about 
four minutes or so as we soon departed for Spencer 
Street, our arrival there being eight minutes late at 
22 53. For most passengers the day’s journey was now 
over, but the DERM and ZL continued to Seymour. 
For those who are interested, the times to Seymour 
were — Spencer Street, depart 22 56; Essendon 23 06; 
Broadmeadows 23 22; Somerton 23 28; Craigieburn 
23 33; Donnybrook 23 40; Wallan 23 54; Heathcote 
Junction 00 00; Wandong 00 02; Kilmore East 00 08; 
Broadford 00 19; Tallarook 00 33; Seymour 00 42. 
Unfortunately 58RM and 2ZL didn’t continue to 
Kyabram, so I had to be satisfied with my 497 km of 
railmotor travel for the one day. 


Thanks must go to Bruce Payne, Tour Organiser; 
Peter Wise, Booking Officer; Tour Officials Ken 
Coram and Matthew Batt and to the SLSPG for the use 
of 58RM and 2ZL, as well as to the crews for being so 
co-operative at the photostops that we held during the 
day. 


Editor’s Note: Services on the section of line from Barry 
Beach Junction to Welshpool were suspended on 
24.5.90, and the line is now officially not in use. 


Leaving Fish Creek on the ARHS tour. Sat.12.5.90. (John Dare) 
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The VFT Part 2-—A Progress Review — wavoustevay 


Part 1, which appeared in the July 1990 issue of News- 
rail, reviewed the Victorian government’s Very Fast 
Train (VFT) Inquiry. For Part 2, the VFT Joint Ventur- 
ers’ Progress Report! will be reviewed. It is impossible 
to report on all the information contained within this 
150 page document and thus this article primarily looks 
at Chapter Two. For those at all interested, it is recom- 
mended reading. Material from information sheets, 
titled VFT Topics, and from an address given by the 
VFT’s Technical Manager, Dr. John Nicholson at the 
ARHS’s Victorian Division February 1990 meeting is 
included. 


The Project’s Status 

The VFT Joint Venturers are now undertaking a 
detailed feasibility study into the proposals. As part of 
this stage of the project, a detailed route examination 
for the section between Sydney and Canberra is under 
way. This uses a computerised digital terrain model in 
the alignment determination. Three government level 
enquiries are in progress too, one by the Victorian gov- 
ernment, as reported in Part 1, another by the Senate 
Standing Committee on Transport, Communications 
and Infrastructure, and a third by the ACT adminis- 
tration. 

A decision on the route between Canberra and Mel- 
bourne has yet to be made. The results of the Victorian 
inquiry will influence this. Investigations into rolling- 
stock, track and other technical matters are continuing. 
Most of this work is independent of the route to be 
taken. 

The cost of construction and operation and likely 
revenue are all to be included in the feasibility study. 
The study is to test the hypothesis that the rail link will 
be a viable venture. If it is not, the project will not go 
ahead. 


Services and Facilities 

Planning envisages some 35 trains each way per day 
between Melbourne and Sydney, with the fastest (non- 
stop) completing the trip in three hours. There are five 
of these expresses shown in a notional timetable. The 
base service comprises three trains per hour, two 
limited through expresses and one ‘all stops’, between 
06 00 and 22 00. The ‘all stops’ trains would only run 
between Melbourne and Bairnsdale, or Canberra and 
Sydney, connecting with a through train. Expectations 
are that demand on the coastal route would be higher, 
and this route would have more trains per day. 

The intention is to have the standards of on-train 
facilities surpassing that of the present airline stan- 
dards. This will in particular apply to seating layouts, 
ie., larger seats and more leg room. Plans envisage 
three classes of travel, First, Business and Tourist. 

An impact of VFT is that many country towns, e.g., 
Benalla and Traralgon, would be less than an hour 
from Melbourne. This would be less in travel time than 
from many outer Melbourne suburbs. As a result there 
could be a demand for commuter type traffic. Whether 
the VFT should cater for this type of traffic with com- 
muter type trains is questionable. These have a high 
cost because of their poorer utilisation. 

A VFT will not compete with freight services, e.g., 
containers. However, time sensitive high value freight 
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is a possible market. Australia Post has expressed inter- 
est in overnight services using specially built cars to 
replace its present road services. A similar service 
exists in France. 

A workshop or major servicing facility will be 
required for overhauls. The decision as to its location 
will be made as part of the feasibility study. 


Travel Speed and Rollingstock 

In 1964, the Japanese commenced the Shinkansen 
system operating at 210 km/h. Since then speeds have 
steadily increased with the French now running at 300 
km/h between Paris and Le Mans. Current planning 
for the TGV-Nord (Paris - Brussels - London) is envi- 
saging 320-330 km/h. Both the French and Germans 
have operated trains many times on trial above 350 
km/h. The VFT Joint Venturers are confident that 350 
km/h is technically achievable given current tech- 
nology, services will be reliable and that maintenance 
costs will not be excessive. 

Alternative technologies such as Maglev have yet to 
reach the full development stage. The cost of the guide 
way for such a system is very large when compared 
with conventional high speed rail systems. It is also 
incompatible with existing rail systems. VFT will be 
at least compatible with SRA track and overhead 
supplies. 

Power supply will be either 25 or 50kV AC, except in 
existing suburban areas where 1500V DC system will 
be used. The VFT report mentions the possibility of 
using SRA tracks, which operate on the 1500V DC sys- 
tem, to reach cities such as Wollongong or Newcastle. 

Current planning is for trains consisting of two 
power cars and six trailer cars carrying about 300 pas- 
sengers. Each power car would have an output of four 
to five megawatts, and be about 20m long. Trailer cars 
would be about 25m in length. Braking would be rege- 
nerative, magnetic track (similar to that on Mel- 
bourne’s trams) and finally disc for low speed braking 
and parking. Manufacture is to be carried out in Aus- 
tralia using overseas practices modified for Australian 
conditions. 


Track 
Track is most likely to be conventional, i.e., steel rail on | 
concrete sleepers, on a bed of high quality ballast. 

In terms of track technology, Australia is leading the | 
world in many respects, with the heavy haul iron ore 
railways of Hamersley and Mt Newman having under- 
taken extensive research. The resultant upgrading of 
their track to very high standards has minimised wear 
and tear. The BHP Engineering and Research groups 
are using this technology in planning for the VFT’s 
tracks. However one of the major differences between | 
heavy haul lines and the VFT will be in the track 
geometry. Horizontal curves will have a minimum 
radius of 7 km, or about 350 chains in the old terms, 
while vertical curve radius will be 22 km. Grades will be | 
much steeper (3.5% or 1 in 28.5) than normal. Signal- | 
ling would be ‘in cab’ with automatic control possible. | 


The Routes 


The two alternative high speed routes, the coastal and 
the inland, are well known. The inner Melbourne route 
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possibilities are not, and differ from those in the Con- 

cept Report. Melbourne terminals for the coastal route 

are either Jolimont or Spencer Street. Options from 
these are: 

1. Underground from Jolimont to East Richmond, 
follow the Glen Waverley line to East Malvern, 
then underground to Hughesdale, and follow the 
Warragul line to Narre Warren, from where the 
high speed section would commence. 

2. Tunnel under the Yarra River from Spencer Street 
to South Melbourne, follow the old St Kilda line to 
St Kilda, go underground from there to Malvern 
and underneath Dandenong Road to join the 
present Warragul line alignment. 

3. As for option 2, but after Malvern, continue 
underground to the Mulgrave Freeway and travel 
along the median strip of the freeway or its reserve 
to join the high speed section of track. 


For the inland route, the terminal would be located 
at Spencer Street. From here the line would follow the 
existing rail lines to South Kensington, then go under- 
ground to Middle Footscray, follow the existing stan- 
dard gauge alignment to north of the Calder Highway, 
and thence go through the Tullamarine Industrial 
Estate to Melbourne Airport. Once leaving the airport, 
it would start the high speed section of the alignment. 

Some of the differences between the two routes are 
of interest. The inland route has no tunnelled sections 
proposed on the high speed sections. The Joint Ven- 

/turers investigated several alignments between Wagga 

Wagga and Canberra. The line runs to the north of 
Canberra through Yass before turning south to Can- 
berra. This alignment proved to be more economical 
than a more direct link because of the difficult country 
between the two points. The coastal route would have 
some tunnelling and would make greater use of the 
roller coaster principle. This principle, if used properly 
can result in significant savings of power. SNCF coast 
‘for up to one third of present TGV route. 

In terms of construction costs, the VFT Joint Ven- 
turers state that the two routes are approximately equal 
because of varying features. The inland route has 

higher land acquisition costs and needs heavier earth- 
|works, primarily between Canberra and Wagga Wagga. 
Conversely there are lower costs for power supplies 
and in gaining access to Melbourne compared with the 
coastal route. The coastal route, although in more diffi- 
cult terrain, runs parallel to the valley systems and 
‘results in fewer earthworks being required. 

Operating costs for both lines are about equal. 
However, revenue predictions are higher for the 
coastal route. The Joint Venturers postulate that better 
development potential exists along the coastal route. 
This is because of its lower development levels and a 
less well met transport need. Conversely, the inland 
route parallels existing competitive transport corridors; 
|the coastal route does not. 

The double tracked line would be built for bi-direc- 
tional operation, allowing trains to run on either line 
and allow for maintenance during operating hours. 
Planning is for most of the maintenance to be done at 
night. 

Financial 
It will be the financial considerations of the project that 
/will determine whether it proceeds or not. Work done 


AUGUST 1990 


under the pre-feasibility study indicated that the cash 
flows and possible returns warranted further analysis. 
The route selection may be important to the project’s 
outcome. The better the project definitions of oper- 
ational costs, the better the financiers will feel. 

Once commenced, cost control will be crucial. 
Extensive over-engineering of the track, structures and 
rollingstock will be just as ruinous as any under- 
engineering. 

The VFT Joint Venturers have undertaken exten- 
sive market studies, based on existing travellers and 
non-travellers, enabing a data base to be established. 
Superimposed has been a forecast of travel demand. 
The studies involved three independent groups, whose 
results showed a high degree of correlation with each 
other. 

Used in the forecasting surveys was a notional one 
way full economy fare of $105 (1987 values). For the 
coastal route, a total of 14 million trips per year was 
forecast for 1995. This is consistent when tested against 
the perceived market demand based on overseas 
experience. 

The market for a VFT is very sensitive to the time 
taken for the trip. For a train journey time of about 
three hours, about 75% of air/rail market would travel 
by train. For family travel the converse case to that of 
the air traveller occurs. As the car journey time increa- 
ses, more people would prefer to travel by a fast train. 

To enable the development of the project to 
proceed, the Joint Venturers desire to realise or cap- 
ture some of the increase in land values that results 
from the project going ahead. The greatest increase in 
values will occur near stations and the sites of resultant 
development opportunities. This effect can be seen in 
many places around Australia, where nearby hotels 
and shops sprang up or became very prosperous upon 
the railway opening. In some cases whole towns shifted 
their business centres upon arrival of the railway. 

Consideration of the various financial options for 
the project is part of the feasibility study. Present inten- 
tions are to fund the project from within the private 
sector. A public listing is one of many possibilities. 


Other Issues 

It is not possible within the space available to do a full 
review of the VFT proposals. Some of the other 
headings discussed are the economic costs and bene- 
fits of the VFT project, the various environmental and 
social issues, industrial relations, and physical impacts 
of the project. The appendix of the report presents 
notes on the high speed rail developments in other 
countries, energy use, the greenhouse effect and con- 
servation issues for both routes. 


Where from Here? 

When first mooted by the CSIRO in 1984, the project 
was seen as improbable by most. Since then, it has 
become a possible project. Within a year it should be 
known whether it is a probable project. For it to happen 
will depend upon many things. One of these is the 
public acceptance of the project as a whole and its 
desire to use the final product. It would be tragedy for it 
to be built and then become a failure. 


1. VFT Focus for the Future, A Progress Report October 
1989, VFT Joint Venture, GPO Box 2188, Canberra 
ACT 2601, $5.00 plus postage. 
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Random Notes on a 


Commuter’s Timetable — Part 1 


Monday, 7 August 1989 

The new timetable came into effect yesterday. I picked 
up a copy of the ‘Timetables between Ballarat and Mel- 
bourne, Mildura, Broken Hill, Geelong, Bendigo, 
Warmambool, Hamilton, Mt Gambier, Bacchus 
Marsh, Horsham, Adelaide. No.3 — Effective 6th 
August 1989’ at Ballarat station this morning. 

As a daily commuter between Ballarat and Mel- 
bourne, I am particularly interested in the weekday 
morning up services and the evening down services. 

The only suitable morning train is No.8118 which 
leaves Ballarat at 06 40, stops at Ballan, Bacchus Marsh, 
Melton, Sunshine and North Melbourne, and arrives 
at Spencer Street at 08 23. Sunshine and North Mel- 
bourne are set down stops only. Both first and eco- 
nomy class are available, but no snack bar service. The 
journey is scheduled to take 1 hour 43 minutes. 

There are more choices when going home. 

The 16 15 down, No.8123, which arrives in Ballarat at 
18 02, is a bit early for regular use. Both classes of 
accommodation are provided, and the snack bar is 
open. The train stops at North Melbourne and Sun- 
shine to pick up only, and is then express to Ballan. 
Scheduled time, Melbourne to Ballarat, is 1 hour 47 
minutes. 

No.8133 is the Wimmera Limited. It leaves Spencer 
Street at 17 35 and travels to Ballarat via North Geelong 
before continuing to Horsham and Dimboola. It is an 
InterCity service and seat reservations are necessary. 
First and economy class accommodation are provided, 
and a snack bar service is available. It is scheduled to 
arrive in Ballarat at 19 21, 1 hour 46 minutes after leav- 
ing Melbourne. 

This train is probably the most conveniently timed 
for the commuter, but booking regulations and proce- 
dures effectively discourage Ballarat-bound travellers. 

There is an InterCity bus service available at 17 40. It 
is the Hamilton bus, usually express to Ballarat, but 
scheduled to stop at Melton, Bacchus Marsh or Ballan 
for pick ups only if required. Buses are economy class 
only, and they are usually more cramped than the 
trains, although they are also usually cleaner and more 
comfortable. Unfortunately, experience shows that 
they are more likely to achieve on-time arrivals than 
are the trains. Seat reservations are necessary on this 
service, with the same difficulties as previously 
mentioned. Scheduled arrival time at Ballarat is 19 18, 
1 hour 38 minutes out of Melbourne. 

The notorious 17 47 is the train upon which most 
commuters will travel home. No.8131 leaves Spencer 
Street, then picks up at North Melbourne and Sun- 
shine, stops at Melton, Bacchus Marsh and Ballan, and 
arrives at Ballarat at 19 27. Scheduled running time is 1 
hour 40 minutes. It frequently betters this time until 
Warrenheip, where it is then held to allow the Wim- 
mera Limited through. Both first and economy class are 
available, and the snack bar operates. 

More often than not, this train is grossly over- 
crowded. Every seat is occupied within minutes of the 
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train becoming available for boarding. By departure 
time, there is very little standing room left, and this 
situation prevails until Melton. However, once Bac- 
chus Marsh has been left behind, there is ample room 
for Ballan and Ballarat passengers. 

On late nights there is the 20 05, No.8139, scheduled 
to stop at Sunshine, Melton, Bacchus Marsh and 
Ballan, and to arrive in Ballarat at 21 56. Scheduled 
time, is 1 hour 51 minutes. First and economy class 
seating are available. 

If you miss the 20 05, you are in trouble, because it is 
the last service to Ballarat. You might be able to get 
onto the Overland, No.8141, scheduled to depart 
Spencer Street for Adelaide at 20 45, as passengers are 
permitted to travel from Melbourne to Ballarat on this 
train. There are stories of occasional passengers who 
would have been stranded in the Big City if they had 
not done this. It is not a train I plan to catch. 

For me, it looks like the 06 40 in the morning and the 
17 47 at night. A 10-weekly ticket means that it will cost 
me about four dollars a day. 

The surprise this morning is that our regular Mon- 
day consist, a motley collection of three old blue E car- 
riages and the BG car, has been replaced by a set of five 
S and Z cars. The last car, the one in which I regularly 
travel, is a BZ economy class open sitting car. 

The BZ has an unpleasant mouldy smell, and the 
heating isn’t working. The layout of the BZ is incon- 
venient for communicative commuters. Except for the 
first row, the seats all face the same way — forwards — 
and you are limited to talking only to the person beside 
you. Our little band of regulars is not accustomed to 
that. We prefer the compact, homely compartments of 
the S cars, with up to eight passengers in each. In our 
case, it’s usually two from Ballarat, up to six from Bal- 
lan, maybe a couple of ‘Martians’, and on a light day, a 
Meltonian or two. Eight little sardines serving a two- 
hour sentence, with an on-time arrival for good behav- 
iour. 

We discover that the seats in the BZ can be rotated, 
and so we rearrange things. At least now four of us can 
share the journey, and rub knees. Legroom in a soci- 
able BZ is almost non-existent. 

A whole working day later, on the 20 05 down, we 
learnt the reason for the BZ. Loose sheets of paper 
have been distributed throughout the train for the 
information of passengers, a different colour for each 
service. 

An extra car was being attached to the 06 40 on Mon- 
day mornings for the convenience of Bacchus Marsh 
and Melton travellers, they who struggle daily for 
standing room only. They deserved better, especially 
the Meltonians who are Met ticketholders on V/Line 
trains. Now we have five carriages, all steel, all tanger- 
ine and grey. Five cars, five days a week from now on. 
Well done, V/Line. 


Thursday, 10 August 1989 
The snack bar never opens on the 06 40. Therefore, 
those of us from Ballarat are thankful for the Ballan 
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Lions Club coffee stall, and for the Ballanians who 
bring hot sustenance onto the train for us as we travel, 
‘still sleepy but also thirsty. 


Monday, 14 August 1989 

‘Today is the second Monday of the five carriage train. 
We have the Bicentennial A66 and van, and ACZ-BS- 
/BRS-BS-BRS. 

Even if the BG has gone for good, it will be well 
remembered. We had some interesting trips in it, even 
if we did not always appreciate them at the time. Like 
the morning we spent two hours in it at Bank Box Loop 
with the Overland parked alongside, because a goods 
was blocking the line at Bacchus Marsh. We were gra- 
teful for the staff on the Overland who provided coffee 
and cake from the Club Car to the stranded hordes, and 
to our crew who assisted with the transfer of the goo- 
dies. 

But we had no praise for those passengers on the 
interstater who didn’t realise that not only don’t you 
flush the lav at stations but you shouldn’t do it at Bank 
Box Loop either, especially when there’s a BG full of 
commuters a six-foot away who don’t really want a 
demonstration of railway plumbing! 

We left Ballarat on time, and arrived at Spencer 
Street at 08 25, two minutes late. 

Spencer Street, 17 20, awaiting the 17 47 down Bal- 
larat. N473-BN17-BRN38-ACN18-D334 are standing 
cleaned, lit and warm in platform 5 with a full crew 
available. 

‘Do not board the train on platform 5... It has been 
cancelled ... Buses will leave from the inner roadway 
... W/Line regrets...’ 

The crew of the 17 47 are bemused and its passen- 
gers bewildered. V/Line regrets. So do we. 
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A73 departing Spencer Street at 16 25 with a Ballarat pass. on Sun.11.9.88. (Graham Withers) 


Platform 6. Salvation. Whilst the muttering masses 
jostle their way to the inner roadway, the crew and a 
few hopeful Ballarat travellers make their way over to 
the Wimmera Limited, N468-BN7-BRN46-ACN48- 
D357-D323. The crew of the 17 47 down go aboard, and 
the hopeful passengers are also found places by a 
warm, kind, considerate, caring, service-oriented con- 
ductor. 

We learn that the 17 47 has been cancelled because 
of an electricians’ strike. 

At 17 35, the Wimmera Limited moves off on time. 
Stops. Starts again. It is very lightly patronised; perhaps 
one seat in ten is occupied. We wonder again why they 
don’t make catching this train easier for Ballarat com- 
muters, and so ease the pressure on the 17 47. 

A66 is at platform 4 with a rake of four blue E cars 
and a tangerine CP van, headed for South Geelong. 
Carey is standing alone in the yard, although other 
Train of Knowledge cars are nearby, as is Goulburn. A 
couple of Ps, and the usual smattering of Ys are seen, 
although tonight not the numberplateless Y118 which 
is frequently seen at either Tottenham Yard or Spencer 
Street. An N is on the flyover incline. 

I am looking forward to Spotswood and Newport, 
although the light is fading, because I haven’t been this 
way for months. There are lots of off-register and 
modified four-wheelers at Spotswood, available for the 
transport of lengths of rail. Newport substation looks 
more decrepit than ever, and creeping rust is the only 
change at the fuel merchants which was burnt out 
months ago. The usual conglomeration is at Newport, 
but it is hard to identify much in this light at this speed. 

We arrived at North Shore at 18 23, Meredith at 18 54 
and Elaine at 18 59 and then went on through the dark- 
ness to Warrenheip. That decaying rake of suburban 
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Tait stock which was stabled there for so long has gone, 
of course. It was moved to Ballarat some weeks ago and 
has taken over the southern half of the magnificent old 
bluestone carriage shed. The Vintage Train now lan- 
guishes in the open at Ballarat East, near D3 639. 

The tracks in the northern half of the carriage shed 
have been lifted, some earthworks performed, and 
lengths of track are being put back as if they were part 
of a model railway. Since the removal of the old corru- 
gated iron extension, the shed has been long enough 
for only one and a half N cars. The extension might 
have been an eyesore, but it did provide more protec- 
tion for rollingstock than is available now. We have 
been told that the new works are to provide service faci- 
lities for passenger stock stabled overnight at Ballarat. 

Ballarat, platform 1, 19 21, on time. The buses which 
have run in lieu of the 17 47 are just pulling into the car 
park, having come down the highway with only one 
stop, at Ballan. 


Tuesday, 15 August 1989 

Ballarat station, platform 1, 06 30. Temperature below 
zero. Train 8118 is there, already taking passengers. It 
departs on time, at 06 40. The trip is uneventful, Ballan, 
Bacchus Marsh, Melton, Sunshine, North Melbourne, 
Spencer Street, 08 45, 22 minutes late. 

Hours later, the day is done. The commuting 
throngs descend upon Spencer Street. We don’t know 
whether or not the electricians are working, but the 17 
47 is there. 

So is the Wimmera Limited InterCity service, 
N464-BN2-BRN53-ACN3-D313, at platform 6. It pulls 
out on time at 17 35. 

One of those push-pull revamped ex-suburban Har- 
ris sets had left platform 7 a few minutes earlier, 
P16-BTH168-BH148-BCH128-BTH169-BH149- 
BCH129-P19, no vans, of course. It wasn’t until last 
week that I discovered the difference between D vans 
and DH vans. Remember, H for Harris. The DHs are 


wired to connect the head-end power in the P and N 
class locos to the powerless H cars. I suppose the differ- 
ence between the BTHs and the BHs has also got 
something to do with wiring. I’m told that the BTHs 
are terminal cars. I saw the first use of the BIHs last 
week. Intermediate cars? BCHs have accommodation 
for ‘authorised staff. What does all that make the BHs? 

I noticed, too, that the new electronic information 
boards on the platforms at Spencer Street are being 
tested. I find them a bit difficult to read from many 
angles, and I don’t think much of the chosen lettering 
style. 

Service No. 8131, the 17 47 down Ballarat, stopping 
only at North Melbourne, Sunshine, Melton, Bacchus 
Marsh and Ballan, is at last taking passengers at plat- 
form 5. We can’t understand why V/Line doesn’t 
advertise the frequent stops made by this train between 
Spencer Street and North Melbourne, and at South 
Kensington and Rockbank. Signals usually take the 
blame for the unscheduled stops in the yards, the over- 
head for stops at South Kensington and the safework- 
ing staff for stops and reversals at Rockbank. We reg- 
ular commuters know all the regular excuses. 

At 17 45, A62 arrives light at platform 4, to couple 
onto the set already there. Our train, N472-BN22- 
BRN34-ACN24-D331, departs platform 5 at 17 49, two 
minutes late. At platform 3 we can see N473 with grey 
and white Norman, sparkling clean tangerine sleeper 
SZ287 and grey and white Goulburn ahead of BZ-BRS- 
BZ-ACZ-3xD van. That train parallels us out, and 
shares our stop in the yard. 

Norman was built in 1937 at Newport Workshops as 
the parlor car for the Spirit of Progress. Sleeper SZ287 
was painted orange and recoded from 1VAM in 
October 1984. It is a former Spirit sleeping car which 
was later used for some years on the Vinelander. Goul- 
burn was built at Newport in 1908, along with two sim- 
ilar dining cars. It has since undergone substantial 
internal modification. 


A77 leaves Ballarat with the 11 45 up pass. on Mon.2.1.89. (Gavin McLaughlan) 
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A forlorn DRC4?2 is stabled in the railmotor siding. 
_The modern railcars should provide better transport 
_ than those old, dark ex-South Australian K cars, but it 
| seems that a loco and K set are more reliable than are 
| the DRCs, and the train also has a greater passenger 

carrying capacity. 
__ North Melbourne at 17 54, three minutes late. 
| Norman and friends cruise in shortly after us. We leave 
| first, but then make an unscheduled five minute stop at 
South Kensington. 

Norman and friends whip past on our left. They must 
| have crossed over behind us, heading for places south 
and west, we surmise. 

We pass the strange-looking Duke of Gloucester 
carriage locked in its enclosure at Dynon. Now priva- 
| tely owned, it was built by Gloucester Carriage Works, 
Birmingham, England and is a former Commonwealth 
Railways car, number ADH2. 

We arrive at Sunshine in the dark at 18 08, six 
minutes down and Melton at 18 24. We’ve made up 
two. Bacchus Marsh at 18 36, still minus four. N468 and 
at least one P are there, along with the K set and a cou- 
ple of H sets. No sign of the cleaners tonight. They’re 
usually there, cleaning the parked carriages. 

18 58 Ballan, three minutes late. 

We pass No.8150, the 18 50 up Ballarat at Bungaree 
Loop, as we should. It is the 16 15 on its return trip, and 
is very lightly patronised. One night it got to the Marsh 
before we did, but not tonight. It’s 19 12, and we are 
late, so it must have been kept waiting longer than 
usual. 

Past Bungaree and Dunnstown and we slow down. 
We always slow down here and usually stop, at the top 
of the downgrade into Warrenheip. We wait for the 
_ Wimmera Limited, which comes via North Geelong 
_ and should be well ahead and out of our way. It rarely 
_is. We think they should let us through if we’re there 
| first, or else use the bank’s double track and run the 

two trains down parallel. Tonight we scarcely stop, and 
pass through Warrenheip at 19 24. The little signal box 
/and a couple of ancient rusting sidings are all that 
/ remain of the former Warrenheip station. 
| The 17 47 arrives Ballarat, platform 2, at 19 30, three 
| minutes late. The Wimmy is still there; it should have 
“left at 19 24. 


| Wednesday, 16 August 1989 
, N462, City of Shepparton, heads the 06 40 up. In its 
| consist is ACZ257, readily identifiable by its single 
| blue-framed window. How is such a disfigurement per- 
mitted? I remember that in 1975, B67’s No.2 end nose 
insignia was incorrectly painted following repairs after 
it caught fire between Bacchus Marsh and Ballan 
whilst hauling a down goods. It was not permitted to 
| return to service until the error had been rectified but 
that was 14 years ago, and standards might have 
changed. 

Four cars and no van. It should be five and one. No 
van means no room for the brutes, the ear-shattering 
luggage trolleys, and no parcels for Melbourne on this 
train. The next available train, No.8122, scheduled to 
depart Ballarat at 07 48, can only take six brutes, and 
therefore they won’t all get to Melbourne as they 
should. 

Four cars mean that even standing room will be 
limited this morning. 
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BS206 is clean, bright and comfortable, with both 
lighting and heating. Its cream interior is brighter than 
the dark timber interiors of other BS cars. 


The 06 35 bus service to Geelong departs the car park 
at Ballarat station on time. The train departs platform 1 
on time. 


06 50, Warrenheip. 06 56, Bungaree. Bungaree Loop 
is empty. We haven’t seen the up superfreighter all 
week. It’s appalling ifit takes precedence over the Over- 
land, and it’s interesting to compare schedules. Our 
train makes five scheduled stops between Ballarat and 
Melbourne, and the journey is timetabled to take 103 
minutes. Over the same route the Overland makes one 
scheduled stop, at Sunshine, but is allowed 115 
minutes. So much for prestige. 


06 59, Wallace. 07 04, Gordon. Gordon’s station 
building is closed and decaying. It has a barrel roof 
like that on the Queenscliff lifeboat shed. It also has a 
tarpaulin over the collapsed western end. 


07 11, Ballan. Ballan’s station building has been 
refurbished in recent years and is bright and welcom- 
ing. The elevated cylindrical water tank standing out 
front on its spindly metal legs is reminiscent of the days 
of steam, although recent works have reduced Ballan 
yard to near desolation. What future is there now for 
the goods shed? 


The superfreighter had gone through on time, a 
string of TNT containers and then more. Is it a super- 
freighter or a Jet? What’s the difference? 


We go down Ingliston in brightening light. The sun 
struggles to peer through the heavy cloud. We have a 
glorious view, green valley, rich red soil, shimmering 
dams filled to capacity, whisps of ground fog. The 
jagged You Yangs are abrupt on the distant horizon. 
James Herriot would approve, I’m sure. 


We pass Dog Trap and Rowsley, place names 
without places, and at 07 31 reach Bacchus Marsh. 


There are few signs left now of the crash at the 
‘Marsh’ on 30 March. On that day, a fully-loaded up 
ballast train hauled by B61 experienced a brake failure 
as it descended Ingliston Bank and finally derailed at 
the Bacchus Marsh station, causing considerable dam- 
age to the track in the yard and to the rollingstock. We 
try to imagine Bank Box Loop to the ‘Marsh’ in under 
six minutes. Down the bank, round the horseshoe, 
over the high bridge and then down into the ‘Marsh’. It 
would be frightening in the BG! Brave lads, those two 
on the ballast. The repair crews have done their work 
well, too. 


Parwan Loop is empty. Melton Weir, smooth as 
glass, mirrors distant Macedon. The conductor checks 
the tickets. Ten-weeklies were $223, but have now 
gone up to $238. My ticket runs out next week, 17 
weeks to Christmas. What’s going to be my most 
economical ticketing arrangement? 


07 45, Melton. Obsolete signals lie forlornly at track- 
side, victims of technological advances as the new 
signalling system is progressively installed on the 
Western line. 

07 51, Rockbank. 08 03, Sunshine. Now that H V 
McKay and the Massey Ferguson tower have gone and 
the crash of years ago is long forgotten, some travellers 
think it should be renamed Braybrook Junction. 
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Surrounded by semaphores and discs N463 arrives at Ballarat on the 17 55 down pass. at 19 22 on Sat.4.2.89. 
(Gavin McLaughlan) 


On 20 April 1908, Easter Monday, the 18 50 up Ben- 
digo passenger train crashed into the rear of the 19 15 
up Ballarat which was standing at the Sunshine station 
platform. Both trains were crowded with holidaymak- 
ers returning to Melbourne, and both were running 
late. Forty four passengers on the Ballarat train were 
killed, and over 400 in both trains were injured. 


Safely through Sunshine, we pass Tottenham Yard, 
high on an embankment built with filling from the cut- 
tings near Bacchus Marsh. A Met ballast train is in the 
yard, and rows of dirty tankers, bright green AN open 
bogies, drab red V/Line box cars, flats and sleeper 
wagons. There are piles of unloaded sleepers. Track- 
works continue in the yard. One Y and two third-series 
Ts, all in V/Line livery, are seen. 

08 12, Footscray, then on through South Kensing- 
ton. Strings of cement hoppers and old Harris subur- 
bans are at Arden Street. 08 19, North Melbourne, 
platform 1. 


08 22. An unscheduled stop in the yard; we can see 
Y137, too many D vans to count, H sets, Murray, Y143 
and Ps 12, 22 and 17 in the yard. The Train of Knowledge 
sleepers are between platforms 1 and 2 at Spencer 
Street. We get to platform 7 at 08 25, two minutes late. 


A long day later, it is home in the dark on service 
No.8139, the 20 05 down Ballarat from platform 7 
south, A79-BZ270-BS212-BRS224-BS208-ACZ253- 
D351. The consist is all V/Line livery except BS208 
which is still silver-striped orange. BZ270 and BS212 
are dark and locked, not taking passengers. They’re not 
needed on this run because all passengers offering are 
easily accommodated in the other cars. The snack bar 
is closed. 
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The train departs on time. We pass Y137 in the yard, 
and go non-stop to and through North Melbourne at 
20 08. The Sydney Express goes down the standard 
gauge on one side of Tottenham Yard whilst we go 
down the broad gauge on the other. It’s 20 16. The 
express flies by as we crawl into Sunshine and stop at 
20 18. Two minutes later we’re away again. On time, 22 
minutes to Melton. 

Very slow through Rockbank while we carefully pick 
up the staff and cross a DRC going up. We arrive Mel-. 
ton at 20 39 and leave at 20 42, on time. 

Wearrive at Bacchus Marsh at 20 54 and leave within 
a minute, on time. It’s too dark to identify anything. 
except a P Class loco and the K set stabled in the yard. 

We struggle up Ingliston Bank. The morning’s view | 
has changed. Now it’s Fairyland, lights of the hard- 
board factory, lights of the Marsh, lights of Melton, 
lights of beyond. Beautiful. Thanks, God. 

We arrive Ballan at 21 20 and depart at 21 25, an 
unexplained four minutes late. This train is allowed 35 
minutes to get to Ballarat. The 17 47 has 32. In the 
morning, the 06 40 has 30 minutes to cover the same 
distance in the opposite direction, including its climb. 
up Warrenheip Bank. Is Ballan more, or less, elevated | 
than Ballarat? 

We slow down as we approach Bungaree Loop, and 
saunter through without stopping and without per-| 
forming a cross. On through Dunnstown, Warrenheip 
and Ballarat East, and into Ballarat, platform 1 at 2156, 
on time. 


Part 2 of this article will appear in 
next month’s Newsrail. 
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Above: A73 on the down Dimboola pass. leaves Ballarat, while 
EA R761, which had brought an ARE special from Melbourne in 
company with R707, waits for D? 639 to attach to the front, 
before continuing to Korong Vale. 
KO! ,ONG VALE Below: D?639 and R761 perform well at a photostop near 


Inglewood at 15 10 on Sat.7.7.90. (Both photos Bryce Leydon) 
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B61 crosses the Maribyrnong River with No.9314 
block quarry train from Kilmore East on Mon.22.1.90. 
(Kelvin Russell) 
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General News 


Time for a rail comeback: Gavin Keneally, Chairman 
of the Australian Railway Industry Council, views Aus- 
tralian rail’s overall performance as poor despite im- 
provements in recent years. Australia needs an effic- 
ient transport sector and the rail industry must be res- 
tructured if it is to play an important role in the future. 
The time is right for a rail comeback; we may not get 
another chance. 

A major ARIC discussion paper, ‘Rail into the 21st 
Century’ released in May highlights the need for effic- 
ient intersystem freight and passenger operations by 
having one or two national authorities to run these ser- 
vices on the intersystem corridors. Public views will be 
taken into account when ARIC makes its recommen- 
dations to the federal government later this year. 

There is money to be made from trains if Australia 
can avoid the American mistakes. In the United States 
of America in the 1970s and early 80s, lines were torn 
up, services downgraded and passengers discouraged, a 
situation not unknown in Australia. 

In 1971, US Congress decided it was time to take 
over America’s failing passenger lines, which were 
disappearing as airlines took control of domestic travel. 
The National Railroad Passenger Corporation, better 
known as AMTRAK, came into being. Slowly but 
surely, the national rail system is being accepted and 
used and is starting to pay off. More Americans are tak- 
ing to the trains and fewer are complaining about the 
service. Revival of train travel has been secured by lis- 
tening to claims of train unreliability, poor service and 
food, and disgraceful stations. 

AMTRAR’s trains are modern and comfortable, its 
staff friendly, catering is equal to that in any self-res- 
pecting restaurant and stations are being remodelled. 
AMTRAK is popular with communities along its 
tracks, and is now recovering 72 cents for every dollar 
spent compared with a worrying 40 cents in 1980, and 
should break even by the year 2000. The real reason for 
success is that AMTRAK trains are more likely to 
arrive ahead of time than late, something that the air- 
lines cannot boast. Also it is far easier to board a train 
than fight through traffic to reach an airport. The reser- 
vation and ticketing system has been overhauled, with 
ticketing machines accepting credit cards. 

This is a challenge now faced by Australia. 


Public Transport Corporation shake-up: On Mon.11.6, 
the Chief Executive of the Public Transport Corpor- 
ation, Mr Stoney, announced the removal of Mr Terry 
Mulligan, general manager of V/Line, and that other 
senior officers had been demoted in a restructuring of 
public transport. Mr Mulligan, regarded as a compet- 
ent manager, will stay on temporarily as co-ordinator 
of the National Freight Initiative. 

The restructuring will see the Met and V/ Line oper- 
ate more closely than ever before, with a new manager 
appointed to handle metropolitan trams, trains and 
buses and country passenger services. Mr Stoney has 
reduced the number of senior managers in the corpor- 
ation from 20 to nine. A former V/Line manager, Mr D 
Terrell, will become his assistant while Met and 
V/Line passenger operations will be combined under 
the direction of a senior Met officer, Mr N Walker. 
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In his memo, Mr Stoney urged employees of the cor- | 


poration to work together to restore pride in public 
transport. He wrote: ‘We will complete the 1989/90 
year with our worst ever financial result, our services 
reduced and unreliable and public support and patron- 
age at their lowest level since the late 1970s. Let me 
assure all of you that I will be using my best endeavours 
to work with you to restore pride in being part of the 
Public Transport Corporation and to ensure that we 
achieve excellence in our field’. 

The nine divisions and their responsibilities are as 
follows — 


1. Technical services: PTC workshops. Works and 
Services (formerly MET). Infrastructure (formerly 
V/Line). Project Resources. Chief Engineer. 

2. Passenger services: Metropolitan tram, train and 
bus services. Private bus operations. Country and 
interstate passenger services. Service planning, 
monitoring and co-ordination. 

3. Freight operations: Freight. Country services. 

4. Corporate development: Corporate strategies. Cor- 


porate planning. Freight and passenger business | 


planning. Budget strategies. Organisation develop- 
ment. Research development. 

5. Information technology: IT operations. IT strat- 
egies. Computer and communications strategies. 


| 


6. Finance services: Financial strategies and policies. 


Budget management. Financial 
reporting. Accounting policies. Payroll. Creditors 
and debtors management. 

7. Human resources: Training and development. 
Occupational health and safety. Career planning 
and guidance. Personnel management. Manpower 
planning. 


8. Industrial relations: IR strategy. SEP strategy and | 
implementation. Award negotiations. IR monitor- | 


ing. 

9. Resource management: Transit patrol. Transit 
police. Revenue protection. Commercial develop- 
ment. Property management. Corporate services. 
Legal services. 


Driver only plan in jeopardy: The AFULE, in a letter to | 
the Chief Executive of the Public Transport Corpor- | 
ation on Mon.4.6, stated that it would no longer take | 
part in the driver only project on country freight and | 
passenger services. The union’s state secretary, said | 


that the union had decided ‘to withdraw immediately 
the three remaining AFULE representatives from the 
driver only operation project team, and will no longer 
have anything to do with this project under its present 
scope, guidelines and budgetary constraints’. 
V/Line’s general manager said ‘a significant number’ 
of enginemen would be removed from trains. ‘The job 
losses will be by attrition, and not all trains will be 
driver only. V/Line remains committed to solving the 
problems raised by the union’. 


Signalling report: The state government will spend up 


performance | 


to $10 million over the next 10 years on upgrading the | 
signalling system in the metropolitan area. The Trans- 
port Minister, Mr Spyker, announced the move on | 
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| 

| Mon.11.6 following the release of a report written by a 
working party of Met managers and union representa- 
tives saying that parts of the 96 year old signals and 
communications system were so out of date and so 
poorly maintained that red signals could accidentally 
turn green. 

The report said much of the wiring on the system ‘is 
generally in a badly deteriorated condition’. In some 
cases, ‘the deteriorated condition of this wiring could 
impair the safeworking of the signalling system’. The 
condition of trackside trunking, which protects cables, 
was poor and ‘in urgent need of replacement or repair’. 
The report identified almost 40 outdated signal boxes 
that would have to be replaced within 10 years; many 
should be replaced within five years. 

Almost 20 per cent of signals and 28 per cent of 
points were ‘obsolete, maintenance intensive and are 
becoming less reliable’. Conditions on the Met varied 
greatly from line to line; the best and safest were key 
areas such as the Underground Loop and Flinders 
Street. The report also stated that the committee did 
not believe the situation was serious enough to shut 
the system down. A few days after the report was 
released, V/Line officials announced that an investi- 
gation would be held into the signalling system of 
the country rail network. 


TH) TRAIN HOBBY 


RAILWAY POSTERS 


We have available a wide 
selection of Posters — both 
Steam and Diesel. 

All Posters are printed to special 
order from original negatives. 


S.A.E. for Catalogue showing prices, 
finishes etc. 


TRAIN HOBBY 


P.O. Box 78, Upper Ferntree Gully 3156 
Phone: 801 1210 Fax: 801 5225 


As an N and S combination race past on the 06 55 up Bendigo pass., B65 starts the long slog up Sunbury bank on 


the 07 45 down Kyneton pass. Sat.17.3.90. (Kelvin Russell) 
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Operations 


GENERAL 


Carriage working: Following the introduction of an 
altered Master Train Plan on Sun.3.6 a new carriage 
roster was also introduced. On Mon.4.6 the following 
observations were recorded — 


The K set was increased to five cars — CP-AK-BKL- 
BK-BK-BG. 

The E set became five cars — CP-AE-BE-BE-BE. 

The railcar set was CP-AE-BE. 


The BE-MTH in a railcar set will be interchangeable, 
depending on how many DRCs are running. 


The 16 20 Bacchus Marsh operated as X44-S52AE-1BG- 
BKL3-AK1-BK1-CP292. 


The 17 40 Geelong operated as N468-19BE-4BE-31BE- 
51AE-CP291. 

The 17 47 Bacchus Marsh operated as B64-MTH104- 
BTH171-BH151-BCH131-PH452. 

The 18 30 Seymour operated as B76-B80-MTH101- 
BE50-CP293. 


The Stony Point service was operated by T376- 
MTH102-MTH103. 


On Thurs.21.6 the E set on 8226 up South Geelong 
was CP291-51AE-31BE-4BE-19BE-34BE and was 
hauled by N453. 34BE which had seats slashed in three 
compartments on Mon.4.6 has had two compartments 
replaced with green leather seating as they were prior 
to refurbishment. One compartment had no seats and 
the door was secured shut. 


On Wed.20.6 the K set was CP292-BK1-AK1-BKL3- 
S50BE-1BG. The MTH set on the same day was 
CP292-52AE-MTH101, worked by B64 on the 16 02 
(8033) down Sunbury. 


Alcohol free cars: Alcohol-free accommodation will be 
increased to two cars within 4 car Z sets and 5 car S sets 
on services where purchase of alcohol is authorised. 
The foregoing is as a result from a recent survey that 
indicated that additional alcohol-free accommodation 
was required on longer distance country passenger ser- 
vices. The actual carriage/carriages designated alcohol- 
free for the various sets provided are — 


N set Car B (BRN) 
Z set (3 car) Car B (BRS) 
Z set (4 car) Car B (BZ) and Car C (BRS) 
S set (5 car) Car B (BS) and Car C (BRS) 


All BS and BZ carriages are fitted with reversible sign- 
age and the conductor is responsible for the correct 
signage to be displayed. 


Master Train Plan: Continuing our series of author- 
ised working of freight trains under the Master Train 
Plan: 


9365: To Tocumwal, (Tues. only) Other days to Shep- 
parton. Conveys Shepparton freightgate and general 
loading for Goulburn Valley and corporation load- 
ing for Seymour. Departs Melbourne Yard 21 35. 

9380: Block oil train. Conveys loaded oil tankers Corio 
- Shepparton. Corporation fuel for Seymour. De- 
parts Shell refinery siding at Corio at 22 35. 
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9427: Conveys empty wagons ex Maribyrnong - block 
briquette train to Morwell briquette siding. Departs 
Maribyrnong River terminal at 12 35. 

9430: General loading ex North Geelong Yard. Shunts 
and clears Tottenham Yard of eastern loading 
beyond Dandenong (marshalled ETM, Bairnsdale, 
Fernbank, Sale, Hillside, Maffra, Traralgon, Mary- 
vale, Morwell, Warragul). (To Maffra Tues., Thurs. 
and Fri., to Bairnsdale Mon. and Wed). Departs 
North Geelong Yard at 15 05. 

9440: (Tues.only) Conveys loaded briquette wagons to 
northern region. Terminates Tottenham Yard. 
Departs Traralgon 07 25. 

9441: (Fri. only) Ex Dandenong. Conveys empty 
wagons for Morwell briquette siding and A.P.M. 
Maryvale. May convey 4-wheel wagons. Departs 
Dandenong at 12 30. 

9442: (Fri.only) Conveys loaded briquette wagons for 
Heinz Dandenong. May convey 4-wheel wagons. 
Departs Morwell briquette siding at 09 00. 

9459: Conveys empty wagons for A.P.M. Maryvale, 
Latrobe Valley freightgate, (marshalled ETM Mary- 
vale, LVF.) Fri. only clear LVF block ex Morwell to 
Traralgon. Departs Melbourne Yard Fri.only at 21 
30, other days at 22 00. 

9472: Conveys loaded briquette wagons for Mari- 
byrnong River terminal - block briquette train. 
Departs Traralgon at 01 20. 

9473: (express goods Sale to Stratford, Mon. Wed. Fri. 
only) to connect 9474. Clears general up loading ex 
Sale to Stratford then operates as light engine to 
Maffra. Departs Sale at 17 55. 

9474: General loading (marshalled ETM Melbourne 
Yard, bogie exchange, Geelong then other Totten- 
ham Yard and Loop loading). Detach Melbourne 
Yard container and bogie exchange at Melbourne 
Yard. (From Maffra Mon. Wed. Fri., from Bairns- 
dale Tues. Thurs.). Departs Maffra Mon. Wed. Fri. 
at 19 45, Bairnsdale Tues. Thurs. at 18 30. 

9478: (Sun.-Thurs.) Conveys APM loading ex Mary- 
vale for Melbourne Yard. Departs Maryvale 21 45. 


Barley: The June issue of Newsrail had a query regard- 
ing the sighting of SRANSW NGCX wagons at 
Dunolly. The following is from the State Manager, 
Australian Barley Board. 

The Australian Barley Board is currently moving 30 
000 tonnes of barley from Victoria to a malt house at 
Thornleigh, north of Sydney. The barley is being 
loaded into VHHF/VHGF wagons at Ultima, Berriwil- 
lock and Manangatang and then transferred to SRA 
NGCX/NGDxX and Victorian VHGX wagons using 
the Grain Elevators Board Dunolly silo terminal. The 
wagons are being bogie exchanged at Wodonga and 
the traffic is expected to continue until October. 


SOUTH WEST 

Football trains: On Sun.3.6, V/line extended the 09 35 | 
down pass. to Geelong to South Geelong for the 
Geelong versus Footscray game. A special train was 
also run leaving Spencer Street at 11 25 for South Gee- 
long. The consist was P17-SH28-FLH32-P23. 
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K153 arrives at Coburg with a ‘Save the Upfield Line’ charter special on Sun.23.5.90. (John Dare) 


WEST 


Additional stop: With the release of the new timetable 
on Sun.3.6, there was no scheduled stop at Bacchus 
Marsh for the weekday 06 45 pass. from Ballarat. Many 

people who live in Ballarat and work in Melton would 

have been forced to make alternative travel arrange- 
ments. This has now been rectified with the 06 45 pass. 
now stopping at Bacchus Marsh allowing a connection 
to be made with the 07 42 Bacchus Marsh pass., which 
stops at Melton. In the afternoon, the 16 15 down Bal- 
larat will now stop at Bacchus Marsh at 16 57 with 

workers making the connection by catching the 16 19 

out of Melton. 


-_Trawalla derailment: In the early hours of Wed.13.6 a 
number of wagons from 9145 superfreighter to Ade- 
_laide was derailed at Trawalla. 9147 superfreighter was 
blocked by the derailment and was worked back to Bal- 
larat. The rear portion of 9145 was also worked back to 
Ballarat and both trains were detoured around the 
blockage via Avoca. The rerailed wagons were attached 
to 9145 on arrival at Ararat. 


NORTH 


Bendigo news: Following the introduction of the new 
timetable from Sun.3.6, the most interesting working 
is that of the down Northerner on Sunday. The train is 
run as a double consist from Melbourne and split at 
Bendigo. On Sun.17.6 8089 arrived at Bendigo as 
_N455-N458-X42-D319-N6-Z54-D337 at 20 58. The 
train was split at the platform, engines removed and 
| split and N455 reattached. Departure for Swan Hill was 
at 21 23 with N455-D319-N6, 25. minutes after arrival. 
/On Sun.24.6 8089 arrived at Bendigo as A78-A70- 
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D-N6-Z54-D at 20 56. The train was again split at the 
platform, A78 removed from the front of A70 and 
A70-D-N6 departed for Swan Hill at 21 10, a much 
quicker operation this time compared with the pre- 
vious week. It was interesting to note that the carriage 
sets were the same for the two weeks. Other news from 
the new timetable is a goods train scheduled to operate 
during the day, an occurrence which has not been seen 
for some time. The train is 9056 and is timed to leave 

Bendigo workshops at 07 20 Tues. and Fri. only and 

arrive at Tottenham Yard at 10 15. The return working, 

9055, also on Tues. and Fri. only, is timed to leave Tot- 

tenham Yard at 13 55 and run direct to Bendigo work- 

shops, arriving at 17 15. 9064 goods now has an earlier 

departure from Bendigo at 17 15 instead of 22 40. 

Other trains noted during June were: 

Fri.1.6, X41-T369-14xVHGF on a down Bridgewater 
at 07 35, returned at 15 04. 

Mon.4.6, G513-G528 on 1216 up block grain from 
Swan Hill. 

Tues.5.6, X34-T368 on up goods from Swan Hill. 

Thurs.7.6, N463 on the 18 30 down Bendigo pass. 

Fri.8.6, X45-S310-21xVHGF on 1216 up block grain 
from Swan Hill arrived 17 06, X38-T373 on 9064 up 
goods from Echuca arrived at 17 17. 

Thurs. 14.6, N473-2xD-Z57-D on the down Northerner, 
N452-S set-D on the 18 30 down Bendigo pass. and 
9080 up goods with B61-T383 which departed at 
21 03. 

Fri.15.6, T371-3x VOFX-2xVHGF-7xVZMF (loaded) 
departed for Korong Vale at 11 45, G532-G543- 
28xVHGEF arrived at 19 40. 


245 


Sun.17.6, S306-P16 on the 16 30 down Bendigo pass. 
and N456 on the up Northerner. 


Thurs.21.6, A70-2xD-S set-D on the down Northerner 
and N452-X50 on the 18 30 down Bendigo pass. 


Fri.22.6, S317-S312 were noted on an up grain at 17 30 
passing through Eaglehawk. N467 on the down 
Northerner arrived at Bendigo at 19 42. 


Sun.24.6, X33-P19 on the 16 30 down Bendigo pass. 
arrived at 18 45, N462-D-Z set on the up Northerner 
arrived at 19 16, departed at 19 20. 


Tues.26.6, N457-S317 on 8009, the 08 35 down pass. 
and 8046, the 11 20 up pass., N457 returned on 8031, 
the 15 50 down pass. 


Wed.27.6, 9064 goods departed Bendigo at 17 28 be- 
hind X49-S312-X35-X38. X??-S307 on an up block 
grain arrived in the Bendigo yard at 17 25. 


Thurs.28.6, 8065 (18 30) down pass. arrived at 20 44 as 
A85-Z57-D351, 1216 block grain from Swan Hill 
behind G539-G542 arrived at 21 15, 9080 goods 
behind T381 departed at 21 10. 


Echuca news: Following the introduction of the new 
timetable on Sun.3.6, there is a new pattern to the train 
working in the Echuca area. 9083 goods to Deniliquin 
used to leave Melbourne at 21 00 Mon. to Fri. but now 
leaves at the later time of 02 25 Tues. to Sat. with the 
Saturday train stabling at Bendigo over the weekend. 
Arrival time in Echuca was scheduled for 04 35 with an 
arrival time at Deniliquin of 12 10. The new time sees 
an Echuca arrival scheduled at 08 00 with an arrival at 


Deniliquin at 11 05. Departure from Deniliquin is at | 
11 55 with an Echuca arrival of 13 40 and departure for | 
Bendigo at 15 10. 5167/5168 Moulamein goods is now | 
scheduled to depart Echuca at 09 40 (06 00) and arrive | 
at Moulamein at 13 10 (09 25). The return working» 
leaves Moulamein at 13 45 (10 05) and is scheduled to | 
arrive back at Echuca at 17 15 (13 40) where it forms 
part of 9064 up goods the following day. Sightings at | 
Echuca during June were as follows: 


Fri.1.6, X33-21xVHGEF left on 9083 at 08 25. | 

Mon.4.6, X32 left at 09 06 on 9083. H2 in the yard at | 
11 30. X32-H2 departed at 13 40 on 9064 goods. 

Tues.5.6, X32 ran 5167 departing at 09 00 and returning - 
at 12 46. 

Wed.6.6, X32-T400 arrived at 08 07 on 9083 goods. 
T400 stabled overnight. 

Tues. 12.6, T375 arrived on 5168 block rice at 17 10 and > 
stabled overnight. 

Wed.13.6, X33 ran 9083 goods departing at 09 10, 
X38-HS in yard at 15 15, T375 arrived on 5168 at 
16 21. 

Thurs.14.6, X38 ran 5165/5164 goods to Tongala, 
X38-X40-T375 ran 9064 up goods. 

Fri.15.6, X51 operated a block grain departing on the 
down at 09 15, returning at 13 40, X40 ran 9064 
goods. | 

Mon. 18.6, X42 on 5167 down Moulamein left at 08 40, 
X38 on 9083 to Deniliquin left at 09 15 and arrived 
back at 12 25, X42-20xVHGEF arrived on 5168 at 
16 20. 


Mount Langi Ghiran forms an impressive backdrop for G542-G536-X45-C509-X49 on No.9150 Adelaide - Melbourne 
goods between Middle Creek and Beaufort on Sun.25.3.90. (Kelvin Russell) 
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T376-T399 haul a single VOFX as the 9487 Tottenham Yard - Korumburra goods nears Bena on Sat.3.3.90. 
(Kelvin Russell) 


Wed.20.6, X39-25xVHGF (rice)-10xVZSX-15xVHGF 
(wheat) arrived on 5168 at 18 50 with 3400 tonnes; 
it was the heaviest train to use the new bridge to 
date. 


Sat.23.6, X38 stabled in the yard for the weekend. With 
the new timetable locos will once again be stabled 
overnight and at weekends. 


Mon.25.6, X33-X38-T405 were on an up train in the 
yard at 13 45, ready to depart. 

Tues.26.6, X33-X38 arrived on 9083 down goods at 
08 28. 


Wed.27.6, X38 operated 5167 down goods departing 
| Echuca at 07 25, X33 operated 9083 goods, departing 
at 08 50. 


Thurs.28.6, X38-X33-T388 on 9083 to Echuca, X33 
continued to Deniliquin, returning at 13 52. 


With the earlier departure time of 9064 from Denili- 
quin , Echuca and Bendigo, and the later departure 
from Melbourne of 9083, the locos used can remain 
captive to this service for days at a time. 


NORTH EAST 


Track upgrading: V/Line carried out major track 
“upgrading between Benalla and Wangaratta during 
June. The mobile flash butt welder moved into the 
area in early June. For the estimated four weeks of 
works, buses replaced the following services between 
‘Benalla and Albury: the 08 10 and 12 00 down and the 
12 30 and 16 05 up services Mon. to Thurs. 
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Shepparton news: On Thurs.3.5, T408 was shunting 
several wagons in the Shepparton yard when a rake of 
six wagons went out of control and was shunted 
straight over a buffer ramp. One of the wagons iravel- 
led 10 metres from the buffer and came to rest partially 
inside the old VRI building north of the station in Pur- 
cell Street. Four of the wagons involved were works 
wagons and the other two were loaded superphosphate 
wagons. 


Benalla closure: Benalla Loco was closed as a loco- 
motive depot on Sun.3.6. J515 hauled a special train 
from Seymour to Devenish to mark the occasion, 
departing Seymour at 09 40. Most Benalla crews 
worked on the day to operate the steam special. Oak- 
lands line trains will be run by crews from Seymour, 
Shepparton and Wodonga. 


Hi-rail collision: Fortunately no lives were lost and 
injuries were only miminal when a Hi-rail truck and a 
down Cobram pass. collided on Tues.29.5. The accid- 
ent happened near Dysart and the train was delayed for 
about two hours and was terminated at Numurkah. 
The loco involved was N473 and the accident hap- 
pened at approximately 10 20. 


Delays: On Wed.6.6 the 18 15 (8327) down Cobram 
pass. experienced problems at Kilmore East with 
N457’s brakes faulty. N457 managed to continue to 
Seymour where P13 was exchanged with N457 for the 
remainder of the journey to Cobram. N457 was 
repaired overnight at Seymour and operated 8306 up 
pass. on Thurs.7.6. P13 operated the up Cobram pass. 
solo as far as Seymour where X32 was attached in the 
lead for the remainder of the trip to Spencer Street. 
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On Thurs.21.6, 8321 down Albury pass. was delayed 
when the buffet car developed sticking brakes at Kil- 
more East. The pass. arrived at Seymour 60 minutes 
late where the train engine N463 shunted the offending 
vehicle to the loco depot for repairs. Once the repairs 
were completed, the pass. continued to Albury 110 
minutes late out of Seymour. 


Mangalore sightings: The north east line continues to 
see a wide variety of motive power on both passenger 
and freight trains. The highlights of June are listed. 
Fri.1.6, N464-X46 on 8305 down Albury pass. 
Sat.2.6, B65-T388 on down NE goods. 

Sun.3.6, a busy day for SLSPG when two of its charges 
were noted, the first, JS15 on a down special to 
Devenish, noted at 09 51 and on the up at 18 10, and 
the second, 58RM noted on the down at 20 04, 
returning through Mangalore at 23 06. 

Wed.6.6, T387-T406-T390 on 9332 up Goulburn Valley 
goods at 19 10. 

Thurs.7.6, S313-A66 at 05 55 on down NE goods, P13 at 
08 07 on an up Cobram pass., T404-T368-T371 on 
9332 up goods at 18 46 and A66 solo on 9224 up block 
oil train at 21 15. 

Tues. 12.6, T396-T409-T408 on 9332 up goods at 18 27. 

Thurs. 14.6, T386-T396-T400 on 9332 up goods at 18 13. 

Fri.15.6, B76-H2 on down NE goods at 00 57. 

Sat.16.6, A70-X52-X53 on 8325 down Albury pass. at 
19 10. 

Thurs.21.6, X45-X52-H4-T408 on down NE goods at 
01 02, T404-T388-T406 on 9332 up goods at 18 26. 


8302 Seymour pass.: The ageless B class are the pre- 
dominating power for this pass. as the sightings during 
June show. B75 operated this train on Fri.1.6, Mon.4.6, 
Thurs.7.6 and Thurs.14.6, B80 was used on Fri.8.6 and 
Wed.20.6, while B65 operated the train on Tues.12.6 
and Tues.19.6. B76 was used on Wed.13.6, Mon.18.6 
and Fri.22.6, while B64 had a turn on this roster on 
Thurs.21.6. Two exceptions to this were noted on 
Wed.6.6 when X40 was used and Fri.15.6 when 
T382-T379 operated the train. 


STANDARD GAUGE 

Mangalore news: The month of June has been more 

interesting with numerous triple headers on the 

‘gauge’s’ freight trains and double heading of many 

passenger trains. Sightings are as follows: 

Fri.1.6 8179-X37-T411 on down goods at 16 27. 

Sat.9.6, G5S21-X37-T411 on an up goods at 07 19, 
G524-C505-C504 on an up goods at 17 25. 

Sun.10.6, 8175-G518 on the Melbourne Express run- 
ning behind schedule at 08 50, G516-8178 on the 
Sydney Express. 


Sat.16.6, 8172-8170 on down Jntercapital Daylight at 
10 15, X37 LE on the down at 10 30 (to run a ballast 
train between Violet Town and Benalla) and G516- 
G519-C505 on an up goods at 17 00. 


Sun.17.6, X37 down LE at 08 00 to operate a ballast 
special between Violet Town and Benalla. 


Mon. 18.6, C504-C505-8170 on a down goods at 12 50. 


Tues. 19.6, X37-8178 on an up goods at 08 24, a rare 
sight to see X37 leading. 
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Thurs.21.6, X37 solo on an up goods at 08 44, X37-T411 
on a down goods at 15 30. 


Sun.24.6, G520-8166 on the Sydney Express at 21 32. | 


Mon.25.6, G525-G522 on the down Intercapitall 
Daylight at 09 06. | 


EAST 


Warragul news: Happenings in the Warragul area’ 
during June are recorded as follows: 


Delays: On Tues.5.6, 8420, the 08 45 up Traralgon 
was 18 minutes late leaving Warragul at 09 50 and 4069, 
the 16 28 down Warragul was 19 late at Warragul arriv- 
ing at 1820. On Wed.6.6, 4083 the 17 53 down Warragul 
was 10 late, arriving at 19 35. On Thurs.7.6, 8431, the 
18 14 down Bairnsdale was at the arrival signal at War- 
ragul at 19 40, was held there until 19 45 while 4083. 
was stabled and arrived at the platform seven minutes | 
late. On Thurs.14.6, 8406, the 06 00 up Traralgon due’ 
out of Warragul at 06 45, was 23 late at 07 08, 8428, the 
13 00 up Traralgon, was 30 late out of Warragul at 14 15, 
and 8432, the up Gippslander, was only 12 late at 1457. 
On Mon.25. 6, 8423, the 16 28 down Traralgon, was 22 
late at Warragul at 18 52. | 


In contrast, a return trip to Melbourne on Wed.27.6 
was very close to time in both directions. The forward | 
trip was on 8412, the 06 20 up Bairnsdale, which, 
although a few minutes late at Warragul was near 
enough to on time at Spencer Street; and the return 
journey by 4067, the 13 54 down Warragul left Flinders 
Street on time and reached Warragul on time at 15 26. 


The new timetable, introduced on Sun.3.6, was 
actually available to the public during the previous 
week (this is in stark contrast to most recent new time- 
tables). It includes accelerations of some intercity 
trains — e.g., The up Gipps/ander on weekdays is earlier 
in the afternoon and with a much improved suburban 
path and an early afternoon train from Traralgon at 
13 00 to Melbourne. Best timings Warragul to Flinders 
Street are 1 hour 21 minutes for the weekday morning 
up Bairnsdale, 1 hour 22 minutes for 4072, the 16 25 up 
Warragul, which stops all stations to Pakenham. The 
slowest weekday up run is 1 hour 40 minutes for 8406, 
the 06 00 up Traralgon which stops all stations to 
Pakenham. On Saturdays the two up Bairnsdale trains 
are each allowed 1 hour 21 minutes, while the morning 
up Warragul (change at Dandenong) is slowest at 1 
hour 51 minutes, closely followed by the Sunday 
morning up Traralgon which takes 1 hour 42 minutes. 
The fastest down train between Flinders Street and 
Warragul on weekdays is the afternoon down Sale train 
at 1 hour 15 minutes, with the evening down Bairns- 
dale at 1 hour 18 minutes. Slowest is the morning down 
suburban at 1 hour 38 minutes. On Saturdays, fastest is 
the evening down Bairnsdale at 1 hour 12 minutes and 
slowest is the down Warragul (change at Dandenong) 
at 1 hour 53 minutes. 


Sunday down times range from 1 hour 14 minutes 
for the express, to 1 hour 36 minutes and 1 hour 38 
minutes for the stopping trains. The up Gippslander on 
weekdays now takes 3 hours 43 minutes Bairnsdale to 
Flinders Street, instead of the previous 3 hours 54 
minutes. The acceleration is in the suburban area, as it 
now runs earlier than the afternoon peak. 
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Long Island goods: On Thurs.31.5, C507-S302 hauled 
the last No.9167 Long Island - Port Adelaide separate 
steel train through Mordialloc at 08 35. This train has 
now been removed from the Master Train Plan, as the 
steel coils are now conveyed from Long Island to 
Tottenham Yard as No.9522, and attached to No.9169 
express goods to Adelaide on Tues., Thurs. and Sat. 
only. Sightings of other Long Island trains during May 
were as follows: 


| 9334 9529 
Tues.1.5 B76-B65-B64 B75 
Wed.2.5 C509-A85 X32 
Sat.5.5 X44-X33-T402 B64 
Tues.8.5 $317-S300-B80 X41 
Thurs.10.5 $317-S302-X34 X34 
Sat.12.5 X41-B61-T386 X31 
Tues.15.5  B75-S307-X45 X38 
Thurs.17.5 X36-X40-B75 X32 
Tues.29.5 $307-X46-X51 X44 
Wed.30.5 X45-S310-S301 X34 
Thurs.31.5 C507-S302 X33 


West Footscray: This location always provides plenty 
of interesting locomotive combinations and Tues.29.5 
was no exception. Listed are some of the trains 
observed on the day. 

07 40: G522-X37 on an up standard gauge goods. 
07 50: G521 on a standard gauge goods. 

09 00: G523 on the Melbourne Express. 

09 05: X52-BL27 on 9148 superfreighter from Adelaide. 
09 10: 8173-G524 on an up standard gauge goods. 


10 55: X44 on 9529 down Long Island goods. 


11 30: T380-S317 on down Apex, Westall to Kilmore 
East. 


11 45: X47-G537 on 9167 Adelaide steel train. 

12 20: X49-S312-N465 on 12 10 down Bendigo pass. 
12 35: S310-T374 on an up briquette train. 

12 45: T368 on an up Dandenong goods. 

13 15: $302-705-704 on 9169 Adelaide goods. 

13 35: 702-T392-S313 on 9249 Geelong goods. 

15 00: G530-C508 on 9150 up Adelaide goods. 


Stony Point pass.: On Sat.9.6 T381-MTH102-MTH103 
operating an up service collided with a motor vehicle at 
the level crossing on the Frankston - Flinders Road. 
2xT class locos were despatched from Dynon, one to 
operate the local services and the other to tow T381 
back to Dynon. On Sat.16.6, HS worked the Stony 
Point pass. but failed after three trips. Some time later 
that day, H2-T379 arrived with T379 hauling HS back 
to Dynon and H2 working the passes. Trailers at Stoity 
Point on Wed.20.6 were MTH103 and MTH104. 


K163 fails: The MRPS had troubles on Sat.23.6 when 
K163 hauling a Crib Point - Lilydale special failed at 
Frankston after suffering a broken air pipe. Once it was 
established that K163 could not continue, T404 was 
removed from the Stony Point pass. and hauled K163 
into No.6 road at Frankston. After that, T404 then 
coupled to the special and departed for Flinders Street 
at about 09 35, one hour late. Later that morning two 
relief locos arrived from Dynon, T397-Y137. T397 
worked the Stony Point services while Y137 hauled 
K163 back to Crib Point. 


B65 on No.9314 block quarry train waits for X37-T411 to pass with No.9689 car train at the junction to the Pioneer 
quarry spur. Mon.12.2.90. (Kelvin Russell) 
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Recycled Stations 


While setting out to recapture the atmosphere of a 
timber tramway, the Alexandra Timber Tramway and 
Museum is very conscious of its responsibility as 
custodian of the historic group of railway buildings at 
Alexandra. Much effort has been expended in the res- 
toration of these buildings, and any changes made to 
the structures have been made with as much sympathy 
to the original appearance of the buildings as possible. 
For some time the museum has been in need of some 
additional buildings. We felt that any new buildings 
must complement those already in existence, and in 
this light it was decided to recycle two old waiting 
sheds which were still in a relatively sound condition 
from the Tallarook - Mansfield line. These were pur- 
chased from V/Line and measured, and concrete slabs 
were prepared at both ends of the retained section of 
the old broad gauge No.2 road at Alexandra. 


Following a false start at Cathkin last year (aban- 
doned because of the near collapse of the building and 
the near drowning of the workforce in pouring rain) the 
Cathkin shed was reinforced and on Saturday 5 May a 
serious and successful attempt was made to load, trans- 
port and unload the building. The whole exercise took 
a little over two hours to complete. With Cathkin’s 
transport successfully under our collective belts the 
convoy moved out to Molesworth with high hopes of 
repeating the exercise with similar ease. Unfortunately 
these hopes were dashed fairly early in the piece when 
the building decided not to co-operate. Instead of 
following the script, which required the building to 
move gently onto the low loader in one piece, and 
without any distortion, this particular building decided 


‘Molesworth’ arrives at Alexandra. (Peter Evans) 


ALAN WHITE AND PETER EVANS 
to fold up in the centre and take on the shape of a fat. 
boomerang. | 

After a little over two hours of underbreath mut-| 
terings, sweating and plain hard work, we finally 
managed to install the building on the low loader. The | 
return to the museum site was uneventful, although 
the building behaved like a huge jelly on the back of the 
truck, causing some alarm to those following by car. 
Then came the next great adventure, removing the 
building from the truck and placing it on its prepared 
concrete slab. Again the building failed to live up to its | 
end of the bargain and so several more hours of toil, 
sweat, mutterings and anxiety were needed before 
the shed was finally jacked up off the truck, which was 
driven out from under the building as gingerly as poss- 
ible. With the building perched somewhat precariously 
on top of drums and blocks everyone retired for a well 
earned rest. Early next morning the job of lowering the 
building onto its slab was commenced and after two. 
and a half hours it was safely installed, hopefully never 
to be shifted again. 

A considerable amount of work will be needed to 
return these buildings to their former ‘glory’ (‘Moles- 
worth’ is to become a workshop and ‘Cathkin’ a way 
and works depot) and it is hoped that this can be com- 
pleted over the winter months. Many thanks are 
extended to Daryl Hedger for the use of his low loader 
and his patience with the museum crew during the day. 

It is once again possible to travel from ‘Molesworth’ 
to ‘Cathkin’ by rail. However, you now have the choice | 
of steam on the 2 ft. gauge or hand power on the 5 ft. 
3 in., and you go via Alexandra! 


NEWSRAIL | 


Above: When ‘Molesworth’ was still at Molesworth, 
{107 passes with the up Mansfield goods on 29.12.75. 
John Dare) 


Right: The museum crew take a break after ‘Cathkin’ 
s safely loaded. (Peter Evans) 


3elow: Back on 23.10.78, Y166 pauses at Cathkin for 
afeworking purposes with the last train to Alex- 
andra. (John Dare) 
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Rollingstock 


Carriage fleet update: The successful tenderer for 
V/Line’s new railcar fleet is expected to be announced 
shortly (subject to funding being available) and it is 
widely believed that the new railcars will be diesel 
hydraulic and not diesel electric. The railcars are 
expected to be capable of running at 130 km/h and 
would be ideally suited for some spirited running on 
the Geelong and Bendigo lines. The delay in announc- 
ing the successful tenderer is believed to be linked with 
the naming of a new Transport Minister and not a lack 
of funds [Editor: Let us all hope that the successful ten- 
derer is announced and construction starts soon.] 
Resulting from a ‘naming competition’ the state of the 
art railcars will be known as ‘Sprinters’. 

It is also expected that an additional two FSH sets 
will be available shortly and currently at Newport 
undergoing conversion are two rebuilt Harris motors 
and two trailers which will form FSH34 with a consist 
of BCH-BIH-BIH-BCH. S/Z sets will be built up by 
utilising surplus standard gauge carriages (these car- 
riages will be headend powered) and currently there 
are three VBK being converted (VBK259 is at Ballarat 
workshops), one VFS to BS, two VFX to BS, one SS to 
BS (SS286 is at Bendigo workshops), one VFR to BRS, 
one VHN to a test vehicle and VVCP6 is at Ballarat 
workshops being converted to CP294. Two VFK car- 
riages could also be converted to broad gauge use. 

Likely sets would be CS-AZ-BZ-BRS-BZ and 
CP-ACZ-BS-BRS-BS-BS with one ACZ spare. Also, 
when the new railcars arrive the four MTH cars will see 
use in sets FSH34 and a newly created FSH35 with the 
consist of both being BCH-BIH-MTH-MTH. Rumors 
are also being floated that V/Line are interested in pur- 
chasing out of use SRANSW carriages for conversion 
to broad gauge to be used on this state’s intercity trains. 
Other carriage news includes — 

* BS207 returned from Ballarat workshops on Fri.15.6 
fitted with through cable for use with head end 
power cars. BS205 and BRS228 were at Ballarat 
for similar treatment and repairs. BK2 was also at 
Ballarat. 

During late May/early June both Daylight sets had 
ABS diners, ABS2300 and ABS2304 were noted. 
Buffet diner RS1962 had returned by Tues.19.6. 

* CD2 was stored at Dynon on Wed.20.6. 

* The DAM sleeping cars were withdrawn from the 

Melbourne/Sydney Express during June. These cars 

were popular with honeymooners. 


* 


Railmotors: 5SRM came back into service on Tues.22.5 
and operated the 16 00 up Seymour service. It operated 
all railcar services on 23, 24 and 25.5. 61RM was under- 
going repairs at Spencer Street. DRC42 was removed 
from service on Mon.21.5 after two continuous months 
of service. On Tues.22.6 it was at Dynon undergoing 
repairs. DRC41 returned ex Dynon on Wed.23.5 and 
ran a trial to Wallan on Thurs.24.5 where it failed. 
55RM, operating the 10 20 up Seymour service, towed 
DRC41 back to Spencer Street. DRC40 and DRC43 
were at Bendigo workshops undergoing repairs. On 
Mon. 18.6 DRC43 returned from Bendigo, thus joining 
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DRC41 and 55RM as operating units. On Wed.20. 6 
DRC41/43 operated in multiple as a test run on the 13 
05 down and 16 05 up Seymour. 61RM was under 
repair at Seymour and DRC40 and 42 were undergoing 
repairs at Dynon. DRC43 was the last rail car to have 
one of its toilets removed and replaced with seating. 
Seating fabric has been replaced and the van and driv- 
ing cab have been repainted. | 


Locos: Over the last six years a number of new or 
rebuilt locos have entered service and dates have been 
reported spasmodically in past issues of Newsrail. Over 
the next few issues we will publish up to date infor- 
mation on the dates of delivery and in service of the A, 
G, N and P class locos starting with the A class, which 
were rebuilt from the B class. Listed are the date to ser- 
vice, date withdrawn and date off register of the B class. 


Date in Off 

service Withdrawn Register 
B60* 13.7.52 11.2.83 7.9.84 
B62* 8.9.52 28.10.83 17.7.84 
B66* 8.12.52 11.5.84 22.3.85 
B67 22.12.52 18.10.85 4.5.87 
B68 2.2.53 18.11.85 4.5.87 
B70* 23.3.53 3.6.84 10.5.87 
B71* 13.4.53 1.7.82 20.3.84 
B72 4.5.53 2.1.86 4.5.87 
B73* 25.5.53 17.11.81 20.3.84 
B77* 17.8.53 27.9.82 16.5.84 
B78* 7.9.53 29.2.84 20.12.84 
B79* 28.9.53 18.6.84 22.6.85 
B81* 9.11.53 15.8.84 15.8.85 
B85* 22.2.54 13.3.83 5.6.84 


All locos marked * were rebuilt as A class locos and 
listed are the dates delivered and dates to service. 


Date Date to 

delivered service 

A60 7.9.84 23.9.84 
A62 17.7.84 28.7.84 
A66 22.3.85 6.4.85 
A70 10.5.85 23.5.85 
A7l 20.3.84 21.5.84 
A773 20.3.84 23.5.84 
A77 16.5.84 31.5.84 
A78 20.12.84 5.2.85 
A79 22.6.85 4.7.85 
A81 15.8.85 4.10.85 
A85 5.6.84 13.6.84 


A.R.H.S. Railway Museum 


Open every Saturday, Sunday and Public Holi- 
days except Christmas Day and Good Friday: 
12 noon - 5 p.m. 

Also on school holidays: Wednesday 1 - 4 p.m. 
Mid-week visits by arrangement — Tel. 596 3249. 
Miniature steam rides: Fourth Sunday of month — 
February to November. 


Champion Road, North Williamstown 
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Works 


Bendigo panel opened: The new panel replacing four 
signal boxes at Bendigo was officially opened on 
Thurs.7.6 by Mr T Mulligan. To make their way 
through Bendigo, trains previously had to run through 
a signalling system gauntlet which was made up of 17 
kilometres of track, four signal boxes, 73 set of points 
and 180 signal levers. The system has been replaced by 
an electronic wall panel and a small room full of silicon 
chips and relay switches to control the signals and 
points in the area. Signalling diagram No.28/90 be- 
came effective and signalling diagram No.44/89 was 
cancelled. 


Broadmeadows: On Tues.15.5 the crossover at the 
down end of the yard from the down refuge siding was 
abolished. 


WEEKLY NOTICES 


Barry Beach Junction - Welshpool: Commencing 
forthwith and until further notice the track between 
Barry Beach Junction (189.900 km) and Welshpool 
(190. 300 km) has been booked out of service. Timber 
baulks have been placed at 190.300 km on the Barry 
Beach Junction - Welshpool track. (WN 21/90) 


Dandenong - Lyndhurst: On Fri.8.6, the Containers 
Ltd. siding was abolished. The up and down end main 
line points, derails and staff locks were removed and 
replaced with straight rails. (WN 23/90) 


Geelong: On Thurs.7.6, a rotating pedestrian warning 
light and bell were installed on the pathway crossing 


No.9 track. The warning light and bell system is ac- 
tivated by trains passing through No.9 track in both 
directions and will give 20 seconds of warning for train 
movements at 25 km/h. (WN 22/90) 


Kilmore East: Commencing forthwith the signalling 
arrangements as indicated on signalling diagram 
No.40/86 are cancelled and replaced by signalling 
diagram No.36/90. (WN21/90) 


Springhurst: On Thurs.3.5, the following alterations 

took effect — 

* Sidings A and B and No.5 track were abolished. 

* Disc signal post 5 was abolished. 

* Up home signal post 6 (Wahgunyah line) was abo- 
lished. 

* Up distant signal post 7 (Wahgunyah line) was abo- 
lished. 

* The lower left hand down home signal on post 4 was 
abolished. 


* The upper left hand down home signal on post 4 is 
now controlled by lever 37, and will apply from No.2 
track to Wodonga line to post 10. 

* Crossover points 23 and 34, and bridge points 28 
leading from No.2 and 3 tracks to siding A and Wah- 
gunyah line were abolished. 


* Plungers 22, 27 and 33 used in conjunction with the 
aforementioned points were abolished. 

* Derail 24, at the down end of No.3 track was 
abolished. 


H2 runs around its train at Stony Point prior to working the 10 48 pass. to Frankston on Sun.17.6.90. (lan Green) 
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* 


* 


Levers 22, 23, 24, 27, 28, 33, 34, 36, 40 and 44 were 
sleeved normal. 


A location board was provided. (WN 18/ 90) 


The item which appeared in weekly notice 18/90 
(above) about siding B being abolished is cancelled 
and siding B is to be retained. (WN21/90) 


Warragul: On Fri.27.4, the down home arrival signal 
post 2 was relocated 46 metres in the up direction. (WN 
17/90) 


Warmambool: On Mon.2.4, and Tues.3.4, the follow- 
ing alterations took place — 


* 


The crossover leading from No.2 track to the shed 
siding was abolished, the diamond in No.1 track was 
replaced by a turnout leading towards the shed 
siding. 

The turnout will be operated by a small type point 
lever rodded to a derail in the siding. 

The points are secured with a B pattern Annett lock. 


(WN 14/90) 


Watsonia - Hurstbridge: On Fri.6.4, the signalling 
arrangements as indicated on signalling diagram 
No.7/90 became effective and signalling diagram 
No.45/88 was cancelled. (WN 16/90) 


West Tower: On Sat.5.5, the following alterations took 
effect — 


* 


Taildisc 


Points 261U and 263U were removed and replaced 
by straight rails. 


LONG MEMORY OF THE LAW 


The British have long memories. Back in 1846, the 
Great Northern Railway Co acquired some land in 
central London to build King’s Cross station as the 
terminal of the new railway from London to York. 
Today much of the land is derelict and, while a small 
part will be used for a new low-level station to become 
the London terminus of the Channel Tunnel rail link, 
British Rail hopes to sell the rest for commercial de- 
velopment. 


But hang on. Back in medieval times the land 


belonged to the Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s, who 
around the year 1200 granted part of it to the friars of 
St Bartholomew the Less, whose hospital nearby at 
Smithfield (Bart’s) was already running. After the 
dissolution cf the monasteries the hospital was 
re-established as a royal foundation, so when the rail- 
way company took the land compulsorily in 1846, parts 
of it were owned either by the Ecclesiastical Commis- 
sions for England as successors to the Dean and 
Chapter of St Paul’s, or by the governors of the Royal 
Hospital of St Bartholomew. 


Now those good worthies have gone to court to stake 


their claim. The Chancery Division judge has ruled not 
only that they are entitled to buy the land back, but that 
they can buy it at the price for which it was originally 
sold — in 1846. It sounds like the bargain of the decade, 
if not all time. 
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Compound point sets 265U and 267U were removec 
and replaced by straight rails. 
D and H tracks were abolished. (WN 18/90) 


Williamstown: On Tues.1.5, down home signal post 7] 
and up home signal posts 72 and 75 were converted tc 
light signals. (WN 17/90) 


TENDERS 


Recent tenders called on behalf of V/Line and the Me 
(unless otherwise stated) include — 


* 


* 


pve & 3 


Primer sealing of Nos.5 and 7 roadways at Dynor 
freight yard. | 
Sale and removal of the stockyards at Glen Thomp: 
son, Hamilton, Maroona, Mildura and Stavely. 
Supply, manufacture, delivery and installation o: 
security fence at North Melbourne, Sandringhar 
stabling yard and St Albans stabling yard. 
Purchase and clearance of unserviceable sleeper: 
from the standard gauge line between Alumatte 
Loop and Violet Town Loop. 

Registration of interest to pre-register for construc 
tion of an underpass at Jacana under Pascoe Vale 
Road and four railway tracks immediately north o 
Jacana railway station (Vicroads). | 
Purchase and removal of 1700 metres of 60 Ib rai 
located at Ultima. 

Supply and delivery of wire, copper, overhead line 
wire and bare copper conductor for the period 1.9.9( 
to 31.5.92. 


Puffing Billy Preservation Society 


PUFFING 
BILLY 


Australia’s Premier Preserved Railway 
Applications for membership of our unique 
organization are invited from all people 
interested in the continued preservation of a 
part of Australia’s ‘living’ history. 

Annual subscription for Full Membership is only 
$30, for which Members receive the Society's 
quarterly publication ‘Narrow Gauge’ and 
limited entitlement to free travel on the train. 
pena carries no obligation to become 
involved in Puffing Billy activities 
although considerable enjoyment 
and satisfaction are to be gained 
from such participation. 


Fade 4 
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For further information and/ora — 
Membership Application Form, 
please ring our Belgrave office, 
during business hours, on 

(03) 754 6800, or write to: 

fon. Secretary, PB.PS.., 

PO. Box 451, 

Belgrave, 

/ _, Victoria 3160. 
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THE BNGCING SEED 
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I 
MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES ! 
5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 I 

I 
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TA TRAIN HOBBY 


| 

{ 

J Phone: (03) 890 7027 

] Hours: Monday-Wednesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
I Thursday, Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

| Sanaa 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 

I 
| 
l 
| 
] 
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Specialising in Australian outline 
Brass Collectors Items of 
Locomotives and Rolling Stock 


P. J. P. PRODUCTIONS 


20 Daly Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 3437 
MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT 


in HO scale. 
| Australia-wide Mail Service, write for stock/price lists. 
Also a wide range of assembled | Please advise if HO/OO — Nor O scale lists required. 
[-—--——-—--—--—------------- - 


R.T.R. Plastic kits. BRANCH LINE 


CUUSLESLASAURLELUALILAET! El sn oe i "eat Ez en eerie pees > gmmmnnumarmm 


YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 
HOBBY CENTRE 


TRAIN HOBBY 
490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 


| 1 
| 1 
I I 
1 1 
J ] 
P.O. Box 78, Upper Ferntree Gully 3156 Phone: (03) 723 1211 I 
Phone: 801 1210 Fax: 801 5225 1 CLOSES: 6 pm MON-THURS. 9 pm FRI. pm SAT. 
| 7 

1 

| 

| 
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"BRAIN WORLD 


I 
Nothing to do on 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187 596 6342 | 


9 Mon.-Thurs. Friday Saturday 
TUESDAY NIGHTS? 10am-6.30pm 10am-9pm 9am-5pm I 
Why not visit the A.R.H.S. Archives on the Magazines and Books New and Used Models | 
down platform at Windsor from 8 p.m.? | Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK | 
See you there! Direct Importers -_ Bankcard welcome 


THE Transport House 

RAILFAN 589 Collins Street Telephone 

SHOP Melbourne, Victoria 03-619 4567 
Australia 


Australia’s largest range of Railway, Tramway and Bus magazines and 
Books, Slides, Photographs, Video Tapes, Records, Badges, etc., from 
Australia and overseas. 

PLUS New and Second-hand Railway Models. 


We stock ¢ Peco Track and Accessories — Both HO and N scales 
Powerline Models 

Replica Railways Authentic OO Gauge Models 

Roco Railways 

Lima Railways HO and OO scales 
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Hornby Railways OO scale 

Broad Gauge Models Victorian Kits and Accessories 
Broad Gauge Bodies Decals and Kits 

Victorian Railway Memorabilia 


SS 
os 


SZ 
2s 


If we do not have what you are looking for we will try to get it for you. 
Mail Order attended to promptly. 
We accept American Express, Bankcard, Diners Club, MasterCard and Visa. 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 


OPEN FOR BUSINESS 


9.00 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Monday to Thursday — 9.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. Friday 
9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Saturday 


We look forward to your custom 
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